FRANCIS A HANCOCK - PERFORATOR OF POSTAGE STAMPS 


JOHN MATHEWS has spent some very useful hours in the National 
Library of Australia, near to where he lives, looking through the 
London Directories. One of the references tied in with a piece of 
information in John Nelson's "The Handbook of British Perfins". John 
Mathews writes:- 


"In his book, John Nelson talks of Francis Hancock, printer and 
stationer, of the Wood Street (EC) Post Office; who later co- 
founded The Initial Perforating Co. Limited. Hancock's half page 
advertisement in the 1878 London Directory (see below) contains 
much interesting information, and the coat of arms! His offer to 
perforate free of charge indicates the competitive nature of 
business amongst the various postmasters in the EC postal district. " 


1878.) ` = LONDON ADVERTISEMENTS. 139 


IMPORTANT NOTICE occ POSTAGE STAMPS. 


FRANCIS A. HANCOCK, Printer,and Stationer, 
WOOD STREET AM Ze IS SUPPLYING POSTAGE 
OFFICE, ae ES . AND OTHER STAMPS 


PERFORATE D 


WITH THE INITIAL UF ANY FIRM, . 


FREE OF CHARGE 


FOR PERFORATING. 


TERMS :— Firma using £20 montaly co charge whatever is made leyonl the ace ita. Sronge, which can 
be had not less than £5 at onc time. : 











Value ef he stahipe ot. 
; EXTRACT FROM “BRITISH POSTAL GUIDE,” pages 20 and 21. . 
© Ln cons quence af representations made to the Post Office by various Pirms thar there is reasun to fe lleve rags tiir pastas? 
Ramps were prriinei ey persons in their employ, the Departincot has ncommended either that the nune of Finus, kc. te prinual on the 
huk Of tbe erate er che initials a cforated through the staraps by menns of a machice deci-ed tor the purpose, sa that. the sale of 
nay ae Geordie rendered difficult (Puetmasters having bec iustricied nes w puree any of thea), there may se Noue ut 


sue} stamp: bong i 
Lokatemptation t+ steal stein, > See RE 
j THE ADVANTAGES OF THE ABOVE SYSTEM AEB. va:— i l 
gmis-appropriation or purloining. It prevents the Sale of Stampa so pe-forated. Itis recognised 
< ea na nded DY G.v.O. autnorities. Itis an advertisement. It can be applied to Receipt Stamps, 
| Forcign Bill Stamps, Postage Wrappers, Post Cards, Postage Envelopes, Telegraph Stamps, &c, 
AW Orders for St cays ae re pecetupaniel by Cash or at heque payable is Londen, cerewet “LATY ENR tothe order of PRANCIS 
4 HANCOER o: atrangewtrnt may be made fur payinent on delivery. Urders received by Fire Maming Peet wil te deliver by nua 











the foto tease Phys 

is aceon rica te required. - : : cui 

The "Wood Street Post Office,” 37 & 38, Wood Street, E.C., & Steam Printing Works, Moor Lane. 
CONTRACTS ENTERED INTY WITH LARGE FIRMS. M TEMESE PED PUA. tegen R A 


-riy the atore plan, please and vanc and wihdress, and ¢ ir vey reæntative wili wait nponyou ant give any further 














aaae TA - = F 
Receipt Stamps overprintd with the name of the Ann PREK OF CHARGH (in accordance with the special iotructions from the 
BOARD OF INLAND REVENUE), Five Pounds at a time being orleret. 
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"The perfin shown in the ad. (F.A.H) does not appear in the New 
Illustrated Catalogue but there is a very similar one, FAH 
(F0125.01), which might have been his own. Are there any of these 
known with "Wood St" postmarks? 

In the 1880's and early 1890's, amongst the tenants at 37 Wood St, 
the London Directory lists "Hancock Bros, printers" and "The 
Initial Perforating Co.Limited". Is it possible that H.Bss.. 
(H0805.01) and IPC°/LTD (12055.01) were their respective perfins, 
produced by Francis Hancock?" 
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